Heparin and its low molecular weight derivatives: anticoagulant and antithrombotic properties.
The anticoagulant and antithrombotic effect of heparin has been known for many decades. Nevertheless, the knowledge of structure-activity relationships and its mechanisms of action has been rather limited. However, in recent years important progress has been made and our understanding of how heparin works has increased significantly. Based on this information, attempts have been made to modify heparin to get improved pharmacological properties. The present communication summarizes the recent development. It is shown that certain heparin derivatives of low molecular weight are highly interesting compounds from a clinical point of view. Biochemical and pharmacological properties of such a preparation named Fragmin are presented.